DECEMBER 2021 MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
Dear Friends
As we enter December and temperatures plummet, we will all have memories of a wonderful York Interfaith
Week, in balmy November. (please see photos and report below) Dee begins by thanking everyone who
took part in the events, but as editor, I am going to get in first and thank both her and Penny for their amazing
organisational skills in bringing everything together. This is not to underestimate the work of all those who
contributed to the success of individual events, but coordination was certainly the key to success, so thank
you again Dee and Penny (Virtual bouquet presentation)

During the week I found myself on a brief visit to London where my daughter, on meeting me off the train,
immediately showed me the Interfaith presentation at Kings Cross Station. So, as you enjoy some of the
photos below of the week in York, it is good to know that this movement is taken seriously country wide and
that we are part of a bigger, and hopefully, growing picture
Anne Castle

Annual General Meeting and December Monthly Meeting
As Chair of York Interfaith Group may I formally invite you to attend our Annual General Meeting on Tuesday
7th December at 7 pm, which will be followed by our traditional monthly meeting at 7.30 pm. (Please note
this may be slightly delayed if the AGM over-runs). May I also take this opportunity to thank the serving
Committee and you, as Members and allies, for making 2021 another successful year in the history of York
Interfaith Group. Our community continues to grow through mutual understanding, tolerance and respect
of each other’s views and beliefs.
Our Secretary, Penny, sent out details of the AGM on 8th November. Here is an extract of her email.
Importantly, please note only bona-fide, subscribing, Members will be allowed to vote.
“We look forward to seeing you at our next monthly meeting which will incorporate the AGM of the York
Interfaith Group. This will take place on Tuesday 7th December and the AGM will commence at 7.00 pm
on Zoom, followed by our monthly meeting.
Please look carefully at the attachments, apologies there are a few, please read them, and consider
particularly the question of nominations for the Management Committee, which will be elected at
the AGM. Nominations are to be for Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and Publicity & Comms., as
well as other working faith members of the Management Committee.
Nomination forms should be returned to the Secretary before the AGM, electronically using the York
Interfaith gmail account yorkinterfaithgroup@gmail.com. The consent of the person nominated must of
course be obtained, but if necessary, provided verbal consent has been given, names and signatures may
be added at a later date when we are able to do so in person, so that correct records may be kept.

Membership: you are reminded that only subscribing members are entitled to vote at the AGM; we invite
you to renew your membership by the end of the year for the forthcoming year. We are asking for
membership forms to be returned to Daryoush Mazloum, Treasurer and wherever possible, fees paid
directly into YIG’s bank account. Please see the Treasurer's letter attached regarding this.
We are hoping that as many members as possible will be present.
With all good wishes
Penny”

A zoom link will be sent for the AGM and traditional December meeting via email to those on our email
list. For anyone new to York Interfaith Group who wishes to attend then please email
yorkinterfaithgroup@gmail.com.

Interfaith Week in York 2021
Overview from Dee Boyle, Vice-Chair
Thanks go out to everyone who took part in Interfaith Week this year. We offered 14 different events from
the various faiths that are represented within the York Interfaith Group. These were attended by just over
300 people which is wonderful considering that some people are still rather wary of mixing with others in
public. Luckily, by us offering many events both virtually as well as in person it gave everyone a choice of
how to best take part in the week.
Thanks go to all those who organised events as well as those who attended them. The week closed with an
Interfaith Service at the Unitarian Chapel led by Rev. Stephanie Bisby, with input from Avtar, Daryoush and
Varsha. The Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress and Sheriff also attended the service (see picture below). The
service was followed by a simple meal and it was so lovely to be able to sit down once again with friends
after over 18months of us not being able to do so.
Let’s hope it is not too long before we can have more gatherings together again in the future.

Saturday 13th November - 11am - 1pm
“Tree Loving Care” - Clifton Bridge area.

Plenty of help available to look after the young trees

REMEMBRANCE DAY SUNDAY 15TH NOVEMBER
Interfaith members attend the civic Remembrance Service

Mon 15th November 7pm to 9pm
Loving Kindness in an Uncertain
World

A Buddhist Approach

Tues 16th November 6pm – 7.30pm
Islamic Holy Sites in Saudi Arabia:
A Virtual Tour

Wed 17th November 11am to 12.30pm Baha’i Meditation & Prayers

Wed 17th November 6.15pm to 9pm
My Faith, Its role in the University and the City of York

Thurs 18th November 11am to
12pm
Interfaith Meditation and Mantras
Thurs 18th 1pm – 4pm Churches tour
St Wilfrid's, All Saints and Central Methodist

Thurs 18th 2pm to 4pm Interfaith Inter-Lockdown Quilt.

Thurs 18th 6pm to 7.30pm ‘Unitarian ‘

What’s That?
Rev. Stephanie Bisby talks about what being a Unitarian is all about and leads discussion.

Friday 19th November 10am - 12.30pm Community Environmental Event
Organised by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints as help was needed to tidy and weed part of the Glen
Gardens, Heworth.

Friday 19th November
6.30pm to 8pm Hindu / Sikh Contemplation

Sat 20th November 11am Jewish Shabbat Service Online

Sat 20th November 4pm-5.30pm

Celebrating the life of
‘Abdu’l-Baha

Follow on message the City of York Baha'i Community

On 27th November 2021, the Baha'i World Community celebrated the life of Abdu'l-Baha,
the son and successor of Baha'u'llah, the prophet finder of the Baha'i Faith on the occasion
of the centenary of his passing.
Please find below the link to the first part of 9 presentations of His life, called "Ambassador
to Humanity".
https://bahaiteachings.org/early-years/
Also the following link is to an hour long film about His life called "EXEMPLAR"
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnW-WaCpdmE

Sunday November 21st - A service to close York Interfaith Week 2021. Worship Leader Rev. Stephanie
Bisby, musician - Laura Jones

Light After Darkness

The week closed with an Interfaith Service at the Unitarian Chapel led by Rev. Stephanie
Bisby, with input from Dee, Avtar, Daryoush and Varsha. The Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress and
Sheriff also attended the service. The service was followed by a simple meal and it was so
lovely to be able to sit down once again with friends after over 18months of us not being able
to do so.

A beautiful end to an amazing week!!

COMING EVENT

York Castle Museum teams up with York Liberal Jewish Community to launch temporary exhibit on
Judaism and the Jews of York

Jewish heritage in York goes back over 1000 years. The city has seen tragedy and joy and has deep roots that
are currently not interpreted at the Caste Museum. This exhibition re-examines the Castle Museum’s collection
to highlight objects and stories that have not been presented as Jewish history before. The exhibition has three
sections, the first on York’s medieval Jewish history, the second on the more recent history of York’s Jewish
families, and the third focuses on Judaism today and the present York Liberal Jewish Community. Highlights of
the exhibit include the display of the Community’s Torah scroll on loan from the Memorial Scrolls Trust, two coins
dating from around the time of the Clifford’s Tower massacre possibly minted by Jewish men, and numerous
personal artefacts and documents from York’s current Jewish community.
The exhibition opens on Sunday, 28 November, and runs through 7 February 2022 at York Castle Museum. Entry
to the exhibition is included with a Museum Ticket which can be pre-booked here;
https://www.yorkcastlemuseum.org.uk/your-visit/tickets/

CHRISTMAS

a personal view by Anne Castle

For Christians, December brings one of the most important dates of the year. when the
incarnation of the Christ Child is celebrated. In simplicity, we celebrate the coming of God as
‘one of us’. However, nobody in their right mind could suggest that ‘simple’ is a word to
describe the Christmas Season these days, especially if you are the person in charge of the
‘extended family’ get together. (Personally, I blame the Victorians for most of the ‘hype’,
especially as they can’t answer back ) and whilst I am no ‘Bah humbug’ myself, I look forward
to that magic moment in the quiet, usually of a Church building, at midnight when Christmas
Eve becomes Christmas Day and Guess what? ….the shops are shut, whatever has been
forgotten will just have to be stay that way, and suddenly,(yet ‘at last’ too) peace reigns.
Scholars may debate and disagree about what actually happened all those years ago. Was
there really a virgin birth? what about angels, shepherds and wise men? Were they real or
injected into the story to make a point? Well, actually, (and I apologise if this is offensive) for
me personally, it’s a bit like the shops shutting. Maybe some of the story is just ‘trimmings’,
but in the grand scheme of things, whether you believe that little baby was God, or whether
he was sent to represent God, or whether he was simply one of many who come to show us
a better way of living in harmony with one another, it’s got to be worth celebrating, right?
So, I will leave you with a verse from my favourite carol of all time. Not really a conventional
one I know, but I do like to look at the BIG picture. Happy Christmas to all.

Who can tell what other cradle
High above the Milky Way
Still may rock the King of Heaven
On another Christmas Day
God above, Man below, Holy is the name I know

FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS IN DECEMBER 2021
8 December (Wednesday) BODHI DAY Buddhist
Some Buddhists (e.g. Pure Land followers) celebrate Gautama’s
attainment of Enlightenment on this day under the Bodhi tree in
Bodhgaya, North India.
8 December (Wednesday) IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY Christian (Roman Catholic)
This day celebrates the doctrine, held mainly by Roman Catholics, that
Mary herself was born free from Original Sin, leaving her sinless for the
conception and bearing of Jesus.
10 December (Friday) HUMAN RIGHTS’ DAY (National)
In 1948 The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights: ‘All human beings are born with equal and
inalienable rights and fundamental freedoms.’
21 December (Tuesday) MARTYRDOM OF SAHIBZADA AJIT SINGH
AND SAHIBZADA JUJHAR SINGH
This day commemorates the martyrdom of the elder sons of Guru
Gobind Singh.
21 December (Tuesday) WINTER SOLSTICE (Alban Arthan or Alban
Arthuan) Druid
21 December (Tuesday) YULE (archaic form Geola, pronounced
Yula) Wiccan / Pagan
Yule is the time of the winter solstice, when the sun is reborn, an image
of the return of all new life. Heathens celebrate Yule for twelve nights
and days, starting the evening before the Winter Solstice (called
Mother’s night), when they think of their female ancestors and spiritual
protectors. The night heralds the beginning of the major holiday in
Heathenry.

24 December (Friday) CHRISTMAS EVE Christian

Evening carol services, crib services and Midnight Masses inaugurate
the festival of Christmas. Santa Claus (from the Dutch Sinter Klaus) is a
legendary figure, based on St Nicholas of Myra, and is supposed to
bring presents to children on Christmas Eve.
25 December (Saturday) CHRISTMAS DAY Christian (Western
churches)
Christmas Day celebrates the birth of Jesus, whom Christians believe to
be the son of God. Gifts are given as reminders of the offerings brought
to the infant Jesus, and Christmas carols, plays and evergreens are
associated with this time, while nativity sets are displayed in many
churches and in some homes.
26 December (Sunday) ZARATOSHT NO DISO Zoroastrian (Iranian)
Zaratosht no diso is the death anniversary of Prophet Zarathushtra and
is a sorrowful occasion. Tradition records that he was assassinated at
the age of 77. It is customary to visit the Fire Temple, participate in
special remembrance prayers and ponder upon the Gathas or Hymns of
Zarathushtra, which embody his eternal message to humanity.
26 December (Sunday) MARTYRDOM OF SAHIBZADA ZORAWAR
SINGH AND SAHIBZADA FATEH SINGH Sikh
This day commemorates the martyrdom of the two younger sons of Guru
Gobind Singh.
31 December (Friday) OMISOKA Japanese
Japanese festival which prepares for the new year by cleansing Shinto
home shrines and Buddhist altars. The bells of Buddhist temples are
struck 108 times to warn against the 108 evils to be overcome.
31 December (Friday) HOGMANAY National
A celebration widely observed throughout the UK, and especially in
Scotland, where bagpipes, haggis and first footing are
widespread. Clearing one’s debts, cleaning the house, welcoming
guests and strangers and a host of other traditions feature at this time.

A message from our Treasurer
Renewal of membership for 2022
It is with heartfelt gratitude that I can inform every one of the communication services
provided by YIG through an Email list of over 220 individuals, groups, and agencies.
However, we have had only 34 subscribers in 2021 and so far, 9 have renewed for the next
year. Please note that whenever you renew your membership from now on, it will be
considered as your membership for 2022. The preferred method would be an annual
Standing Order (if you have a bank account) as HSBC bank as changed its terms and
conditions.
The HSBC bank longer offers free banking to charity organisations. The charges we should
expect, from now on are:
Monthly account fee of £5.00.
Cash paid into and out of account over the counter will be charged at 0.40% of the value
deposited or withdrawn.
Cheques paid into and out of account over the counter will be charged £0.40 per cheque
Change supplied over the counter will be charged 1.5% of the full amount.
Meanwhile, we ask for your cooperation in reducing the cost of our banking by paying any
donations or membership subscription, either (preferably) by monthly / annual standing
order, or alternatively online by bank transfer.
For any payment through the bank please state your full name as reference and email me
accordingly with your membership form in attachment. Our account details are on the
forms which at the end of this newsletter.

Daryoush
Daryoush Mazloum
YIG treasurer
AND FINALLY
Your feedback is very important us. We constantly try to improve our service so that we can best support
your needs and those of your faith. You can contact and/or follow us via:
Facebook—York Interfaith group
Instagram— @yorkinterfaith
Twitter—@Yorkinterfaith
email

yorkinterfaithgroup@gmail.com

If you would like to contribute an article or advertise an event, please email
yorkintrerfaithgroup@gmail.com Items by December 16th to guarantee inclusion please.
Wishing you all the very best for the month of December
Anne Castle,

Newsletter Editor and Committee Member

Avtar Matharu,

Chair, YIG

York Interfaith Group
Group Membership Form
Please complete the form below and return it with your payment to our Treasurer at the address below. We would prefer if you
could pay online, and then return the form to us. We can send you a receipt if you so wish.
Membership entitles your group or organisation to nominate one person to vote on all decisions taken within the York Interfaith
Group (YIG) and receive a postal or electronic copy of our monthly newsletter. You might also suggest relevant events and
information to be included in the newsletter at discretion of the YIG management Committee.

Name of group/organisation:
Contact person:
Address:

Tel:

Email:

Website (if any):
Faith group (optional):
Does your group have any areas of expertise or skills that may be of use within YIG e.g. translation skills and that you would
be willing to share? Please list below.

Payment (Circle as appropriate): By cash / cheque / online / Annual Standing Order
(Group membership rates: £25.00 for those with membership over 100: £15.00 for
and £10.00 for under 50 members)
Please make cheques payable to:

£
between 50 and 100,

York Interfaith Group

Bank account: HSBC 40-47-31 82265877
Please return to:
Date:
Daryoush Mazloum
25 Carter Avenue, York YO31 0UL
Email: daryoush.mazloum@gmail.com

Please note; If you have paid online, please fill in the form and Email it to the Treasurer. It is preferable if you could pay your
membership contributions by annual Standing Order. In this way your membership will automatically be renewed in the following
years unless

York Interfaith Group
Individual Membership Form 2021
Please complete the form below and return it with your payment to our Treasurer at the address below. We would prefer if you
could pay online, and then return the form to us. We can send you a receipt if you so wish.
Membership entitles you to vote on all decisions taken within the York Interfaith Group (YIG) and receive a postal or electronic
copy of our monthly newsletter. You might also suggest relevant events and information to be included in the newsletter at
discretion of the YIG management Committee.
By becoming a member, you confirm and recognise the obligations that both you as a member and YIG has under the Data
Processing Act 1996 and the General data Protection Regulations 2017 especially that all information containing private data
(to include your name and contact details) should be used specifically for the purpose for which it is provided, and information
given in confidence shall remain confidential and secure. In particular such information shall not be passed on to third parties
without your specific knowledge and consent.
Name: (Please include title if any)
Address:

Tel:

Email:

Faith group (optional):

Do you have any areas of expertise or skills that may be of use within YIG e.g. translation skills and that you would be willing
to share? Please list below.

Payment (Circle as appropriate): By cash / cheque / online / Annual Standing Order

£

(Individual Membership Rates: £15.00 waged, £5.00 Concessions, Full-time students - Free)
Please make cheques payable to:

York Interfaith Group

Bank account: HSBC 40-47-31 82265877

Please return to:

Date:

Daryoush Mazloum
25 Carter Avenue, York YO31 0UL
Email: daryoush.mazloum@gmail.com

Please note; If you have paid online, please fill in the form and Email it to the Treasurer. It is preferable if you could pay your membership
contributions by annual Standing Order. In this way your membership will automatically be renewed in the following years unless wishing to
cancel or needing to change your details which can be done by sending an email to the treasurer.

