York Interfaith Group (YIG)
Newsletter – January 2018
• Editor’s Note
Happy New Year to everybody!
We start 2018 hoping it will be more peaceful, blessed and prosperous for members and friends of
York Interfaith Group.
We also see and anticipate big changes in Jerusalem, which we know will be interpreted differently
among leaders and adherents of various faiths. There will be diverse perspectives on events that
are about to develop in the crucible of the world’s three main, monotheistic religions.
May we therefore especially promote mutual and universal respect and exercise restraint in our
religious conversations about the Holy Land (as passions run high and positions are asserted).
When dramatic human and world failures cause more and more suffering, and faith leaders struggle
to explain what is happening (and why) then there is an even more acute need to refocus on core,
common values and principles; of compassion, patience and tolerance.
It’s easy to rush to judgments and jump to conclusions as we search for reasons for things not being
how our vision of life demands that they should be. But instead of fearing, allowing anger to build up
or assuming that we are right in our interpretation of events, we might do better to honestly ask
ourselves: Do we know the mind and will of God? Do we trust Him? How can we become part of the
solution and not an exacerbation of the problem? In spite of tribulation, is there still hope?
There is hope, there are ways in which we can help and not hinder the peaceful co-existence of
diverse peoples. York Interfaith Group fulfils an important role in all of this. Let’s honour and expand
its influence for good and for peace.

• Monthly York Interfaith Meeting
7:30pm Tuesday 9th January 2018
The Hudson Room, City of York Council, West Offices, Station Rise, York, YO1 6HT
(Please note our new venue!)

The Annual General Meeting (AGM)
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• “Be not guilty of persecution”
“In various countries across the world I have had glimpses into the ugliness of prejudice
and discrimination suffered by those who are targeted because of their race or ethnicity.
Persecution comes in many forms: ridicule, harassment, bullying, exclusion, isolation, or
hatred toward another. We must guard against bigotry that raises its ugly voice toward
those who hold different opinions. Bigotry manifests itself, in part, in unwillingness to
grant equal freedom of expression. Everyone, including people of religion, has the right to
express his or her opinions in the public square. But no one has a licence to be hateful
toward others as those opinions are expressed. The Saviour Jesus Christ taught:
“Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them” (Matthew 7:12).
For us to ask for respect we must be respectful” (Dale G Renlund)

• York Interfaith Films Plus Discussion events
City Screen on Coney Street occasionally shows films that would be of particular interest to
members of York Interfaith Group. We plan to advertise some of these for members to attend and
then to meet afterwards to discuss the film. We will walk round to a local bar which serves teas,
coffees, and hot chocolate as well as soft and alcoholic drinks. This is a new venture which we
hope will appeal to some of the group, helping us to get to know each other and helping us to get
to know our faiths' attitudes to a variety of topics. Mark has offered to advertise these events for
the group. The dates for a few films are known well ahead, however, most films are only
advertised a week or ten days ahead, therefore, there will probably only be a few days' notice of
such an event.
If you have any thoughts about these events please contact Elisa Main at elisamain@yahoo.co.uk
or 01904 438976 if you would need to be phoned with info about them.

• Libraries Consultation
City of York Council is currently undertaking a consultation with regard to its library services.
Please see the information at: https://www.york.gov.uk/consultations#Libraries
The consultation is open until 14 February 2018.
The Council would be very pleased to receive any views that you might have about the future of
the service, especially with regard to:
Any specific needs that you believe CoY Council should take account of planning library services
How and where library services may most conveniently be accessed
Ways in which the community might get further involved in the service in the future

“Prices going up? But kindness, friendship, respect, truth still cost nothing” (Joyce Pickard)
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• ‘Gestures from afar are not enough’ - by Rob Thompson

… Christians around the world are called to watch and wait for a presence that is as close to the
divine as possible, though the world is full of challenge and change. It is understandable, then, that
there has been strong reaction in the UK and elsewhere to developments in the status of
Jerusalem and the delicate situation in Israel-Palestine. We long for the coming of true peace, but,
too often, the reality of the world falls far short.
Out of recognition of the long-established status quo in Jerusalem, and prayers for the Palestinian
communities, both Christian and Muslim, who look to Jerusalem as a spiritual home, some faith
leaders have spoken out against President Trump’s decision to recognise Jerusalem as the capital
of Israel.
For many others, the President’s statement was not so controversial, and was welcomed as an
affirmation of the Jewish connection to Jerusalem, and an endorsement of the lasting right of the
Jewish people to live in the land of Israel.
UNDERSTANDABLY, whoever we are and whatever faith we practise, we have strong views on
issues relating to Jerusalem and the Holy Land. But it is essential, for the sake of our own
ecumenical, interfaith, and community relations, that we do not allow conflict in the Middle East to
create further conflict here in the UK.
It is important to listen and learn from each other, accept that diversity of opinion is a fact of
creation, and seek the common ground on which lasting change has to originate.
Particularly in the season of Advent, and as we celebrate Christmas, Churches have a duty to
avoid conflict and, instead, allow people on the ground to pursue peace with one another. This is
not just an ideal model, but a realistic solution to the challenge of addressing the complexity and
apparent intractability of the conflict.
Statements and gestures from afar, however well-intentioned, do not always offer practical
opportunity for change. Instead, we should try to learn more about the long-held, understandable
viewpoints of others, and seek to establish an arena where these views can be heard without
condemnation. Once we create a space for true dialogue, then strong conviction can reveal
common humanity, and relationships can be formed which have compromise as their mutual
concern.
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An awareness of a multiplicity of views is at the heart of our work at the Council of Christians and
Jews (CCJ) in facilitating education and dialogue on issues relating to Israel-Palestine.
CCJ’s annual leadership study-tour of Israel-Palestine is not about pushing a particular agenda,
taking one side, or making gestures and statements that cause controversy. We take Christian
and Jewish religious and community leaders to meet individuals and organisations on the ground
to hear a range of perspectives on the situation in Israel-Palestine.
On our recent tour, we visited the Hand in Hand School, in Jerusalem. Here, Jewish and Arab
children are taught alongside one another by Jewish and Arab teachers in Hebrew and in Arabic.
On walls outside classrooms, the children’s art — decked in the colours of blue and white and red
and green, and illustrated with stars of David, crosses, and crescents — displayed collaborative
work on three faiths and two nations. Children can often demonstrate what their elders — and, too
often, their leaders —fail to practise: a radical acceptance of difference, and a desire to live with it
so that good can prevail.
TWO days after President Trump’s announcement, I fulfilled a long-held invitation to speak at a
Jewish school on the subject “Why do Christians care about Israel-Palestine?” I tried to put across
to the students why Christians feel so strongly about what happens in Israel-Palestine, and for the
people of that land. I tried to root what I said in scripture. I pointed to the biblical texts that are cited
by Christian Zionists, and to the biblical texts that inspire Christians in defence of the Palestinian
cause. And, when it came to questions, as these highly intelligent young people pressed me on
how this decades-long conflict could finally be ended, I reflected that here, perhaps, we have
something of an answer.
If people of faith can use their texts — which have inspired and guided the faithful through
millennia — to reach such different and often conflicting political viewpoints, then, perhaps, people
of faith might also be able to remember the texts that bind us all together as the people of God.
Then may people of all faiths listen and learn from one another, talk as brothers and sisters, and
finally act for a just and lasting settlement so that all may live in peace.
Rob Thompson is a Programme Manager at the Council of Christians and Jews. www.ccj.org.uk.

• ‘LIFE IS A PARADOX’ with Sister Agatha Leach CJ
Tuesday 6 February 2pm – 3.30pm Cost £8
See your vocation - God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, and God
has chosen the weak things of the world to confound those who are mighty. - 1 CORINTHIANS 1:27
One of the oldest girls’ grammar schools in the country was converting to a coeducational
comprehensive school when the Department of education informed the Bar Convent that the historical
part of their building was totally unsuitable for use by the new school.
Sister Agatha Leach, the heiress to a fortune who became a nun, was put in charge of reorganizing the
historical section of the Convent buildings - coming to the point of bankruptcy this was an experience
which would teach her that ‘It is the failures and contradictions in our lives that are the points of growth’.
To make a booking or request further information, please Contact St. Bede’s Pastoral Centre
21 Blossom Street York YO24 1AQ Tel: 01904 464900 Email: admin@stbedes.org.uk
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• Baha’i Celebration of World Religion Day
The Baha’i Community of York cordially invites all to a World Religion Day

• Poem to commemorate the 25th anniversary of York Racial Equality Network (YREN)
By Maurice Vassie
All humans are at heart the same,
ignore the accent, colour and name;
such externals can’t express
the thoughts and feelings we possess;
and why we think of York as home.
Different, yes, but so akin,
despite the dress, the hair, the skin.
All of us want a place, where we
may live our lives in harmony;
a place like York to call our home.
For sure we have our memories
of distant days and families.
We gather here from other places,
a mix of cultures, tongues and races;
but pleased to think of York as home.
One may be dark, another fair,
or maybe freckled with ginger hair.
This name speaks of Europe’s wars,
and that of spice and tropic shores:
for all, the name of York means home.
York’s a sanctuary grown to ease,
the stranger-stress of refugees,
to make incomers feel a part
of folks with welcome in their hearts:
“Yes; Please do think of York as home.”
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● Religious Festivals for January 2018
1st January

GANJITSU Japanese
New Year’s Day celebrations in Japan are sometimes extended for up to three days, during which
businesses are closed, families spend time together, decorations are put up and the first visit of the
year is paid to local Shinto shrines.
More Information:
Guide to Japan – New Year – Ganjitsu
Asian Society: Japanese New Year
Mythic Maps – Ganjitsu
Japanese New Year has arrived -its Ganjitsu
Ganjitsu: Japanese New Year
5th January

BIRTHDAY OF GURU GOBIND SINGH (1666 CE) Sikh
This is celebrated as the Birth Anniversary of the tenth Guru, who instituted the Five Ks and established
the Order of the Khalsa on Vaisakhi (Baisakhi). Like other anniversaries associated with the lives of the
Gurus, the day is referred to as a Gurpurb, and is marked by the ending of an akhand path, an
Unbroken reading of the whole Guru Granth Sahib, which lasts for 48 hours.
More Information:
Global World: Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh
Time and Date Holidays: Guru Govind Singh
Guru Gobind Singh Ji 1606-1708
Guru Govind Singh in Images and Cards
Sikh Dharma: Guru Gobind Singh’s Birthday
6th and 7th of January
EPIPHANY Christian (Anglican and Roman Catholic)
This is the twelfth day of Christmas. It celebrates the visit of the magi or wise men to the infant Jesus,
bearing symbolic gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Some Mediterranean Catholic countries
welcome the ‘magic wise men’ who arrive by boat, bearing gifts for children. In the Church calendar the
Epiphany season lasts until the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday. Roman Catholics celebrate this day
on Sunday 7th January. Matthew 21:1-12.
More Information:
Time and Date: Epiphany
What is Epiphany ?
Topmarks Education – Epiphany
Catholic holydays and holidays – Epiphany
Epiphany – 10 Facts about the history and meaning of Three Kings Day
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6th January

CHRISTIAN EVE AND DAY – ORTHODOX/ RASTAFARIAN/ ARMENIAN: Julian calendar
Many Orthodox and Armenian churches, and certain others related to them (including Ethiopian and
Rastafarian communities) still use the Julian, rather than Gregorian Calendar, that is currently used
by Western Christians. Accordingly they celebrate Christmas and certain other festivals thirteen days
after the Western churches, so that the 6th and 7th of January in the Orthodox calendar equate to the
24th and 25th December in the Western one.
Many Orthodox Christians attend a special church liturgy on Christmas Day on January 7. In addition,
Orthodox churches celebrate Christmas Day with a variety of traditions. For example, many churches
light a small fire of blessed palms and burn frankincense to commemorate the three wise men’s
(also known as Magi) gifts to baby Jesus. Some parishes have joint celebrations for Christmas Day.
The focus of their celebrations is the arrival of the three Wise Men to celebrate the birth of the infant
Jesus, supported by the belief that one of the three came from Ethiopia.
More Information:
Why do Russians celebrate Christmas on January 7th?
Orthodox Christmas Day
Topmarks – Christmas/Epiphany
A Serbian Christmas Eve and Eastern European Food
The Calendar of the Orthodox Church
6th – 7th January
THREE KINGS
Rastafarian tradition holds that Baltazar (Balthasar), one of the Three Kings, was from Ethiopia, and is
often depicted as a black man even in the West. In Ethiopia, Lidät is celebrated with a special service
at church. The more devout will fast on the gahad (Christmas Eve), and the even more devout for 40
days prior. At home, a big feast is prepared. No tree, no snow, no mistletoe. The main decoration
depicts the Manger scene, where the Three Kings pay homage to the Infant. Tradition has it that
Balthasar, the Ethiopian King, brought the frankincense. And, only children get presents. On this day,
children play a hockey-like game called Genna, from where we get the alternative name of the Feast.
To Rastafarians it is a time not only to celebrate the birth of Jesus in the manner prescribed by tradition,
but also to reflect on this event in the context of the original prophecy of his birth, seen as a
manifestation of God not only as Priest but as King.
Rastafarian Christmas celebrations in particular are lively and vibrant, and are evidence of the buoyant
nature of these communities and their customs. At the same time the theological message of the
incarnation is always visible in their corporate worship.
More Information:
RastaMind – Merry Reggae Christmas
Do Rastafarians celebrate Christmas?
Rastafari – An Introduction for Beginners
Rastarian Christmas in Pictures
Beliefs, Practices and Sacraments of Rastafari
6th January
BAPTISM OF CHRIST
(Orthodox and Armenians observe the Theophany on 6 January)
(Anglicans observe The Baptism of Christ on 7 January)
(Roman Catholics observe The Baptism of the Lord on 8 January)
(Some Orthodox Churches observe on the Julian date: 19 January)
Christians commemorate the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist; they recall how at this event the
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heavens were opened and a voice was heard proclaiming Jesus, while God’s spirit descended on him
in the form of a dove. During this event God was manifest as three persons in one – Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. ‘Theophany’ means ‘Manifestation of God’. The first miracle of Jesus, performed at Cana
in Galilee, is also remembered at this time.
More information:
Theopedia – The Baptism of Jesus
The Feast of the Epiphany – the Feast of Lights
The Baptism of Jesus
Paintings in Miniature of the Baptism of Jesus
Where was Jesus Baptised?
12th January

BIRTHDAY OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA Hindu
Born Narendra Nath Datta in 1902 in Calcutta, he was an Indian Hindu monk who became the chief
disciple of the 19th century saint Ramakrishna. Vivekananda, as he became known, was a key figure
in the introduction of the Indian philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga to the Western world and helped to
develop Hinduism during the latter part of the 19th century to the stage where it held the status of a
major world religion. He pioneered the development of the Ramakrishna Mission and the creation of
the Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre movement first in India and then throughout the world, travelling
and emphasising the devotional and social aspects of the teaching and practice of his beloved Guru,
Ramakrishna.
More information:
Swami Vivekananda: Life and Teachings
Vedanta Centre UK
Vivekananda and the Vedanta Network
50 Inspiring and Motivational Quotes from Swami Vivekananda
Vedanta philosophy
13th January

MAKAR SANKRANTI / LOHRI / PONGAL Hindu
Sankranti (Sangrand in Punjabi) is the start of a new zodiac sign i.e. the date is based on the solar
rather than the lunar calendar. Tamils celebrate Pongal and eat a rice dish which gives the festival its
name. For many Hindus it is a day for almsgiving and patching up quarrels and disagreements.
Punjabis (including some Sikhs) celebrate the day as Lohri. Fires are lit outside and peanuts and
sesame sweets are eaten round them. The traditional Punjabi meal consists of cornmeal chapatis and
a mustard leaf dish. If a baby boy has been born during the previous year he is carried around the fire.
More Information:
Hindu Festivals – Makar Sankranti
About Hinduism: Festivals/Lohri
SCFI – Lohri
Greetings Cards – Makar Sankranti
Makar Sankranti: Reaping the Benefits of the Season
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16th January

SHINRAN MEMORIAL DAY Buddhist
Shinran Shonin (1173-1262) was the founder of Jodo Shin-shu (or Shin Buddhism), one of the schools
of Pure Land Buddhism. It is celebrated by some Mahayana Buddhists.
More Information:
Shinran Shonin – Buddhist Reformer
Shinran – Trailblazing Founder of Jodo Shinshu
Three Letters of Master Shinran’s Wife, Eshinni, to their Daughter, Kakushinni
Notes on the wasan of Shinran
Shinran – a peaceful Buddhist thinker – by George Gatenby
18th - 25th January
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
This week was first set aside in 1908. The theme for 2017 is: ‘Reconciliation – the love of Christ
compels us’. Each year the growing commitment to ecumenism has increased the impact and the
impetus of the week: special services are held, and dialogue on unity is encouraged; some worshippers
attend united services, while others may visit each other’s churches or invite preachers from
denominations different from their own. The Week runs from the Confession of Peter (Jan 18) to the
Conversion of Paul (Jan 25).
More Information:
World Council of Churches – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
CTBI: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Images for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
A Selection of Thematic Music for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Canadian Council of Churches – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
19th January
THEOPHANY / BAPTISM OF CHRIST Christian Orthodox
As above, but according to the Julian calendar.
More information at …
Orthodox Christians celebrate the Epiphany in cold water
Theophany in the Orthodox Church
The Baptism of Christ in the Jordan
Orthodox Epiphany in the River Jordan
Coptic celebration of Theophany
21st January

WORLD RELIGION DAY Baha’i and other faiths
This day promotes interfaith understanding by emphasizing factors common to all faiths. It was first
introduced among Baha’i communities in the 1950s, and is now celebrated by a wider spread of
communities, including the Baha’i, on the third Sunday of January.
More Information:
Time and Date – World Religion Day
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Blog: World Religion Day
Holiday Lessons for Children for World Religion Day
Images for World Religions Day
Huffington Post – Baha’i World Religion Day
22nd January

SARASWATI PUJA/ VASANT PANCHAMI Hindu
BASANT Sikh (Punjabi)
This festival marks the beginning of Spring, and is widely celebrated in north India. In eastern India,
and notably in Bengal, Hindus worship especially Saraswati, the goddess of learning and the arts.
Yellow is particularly associated with the festival and so murtis of Saraswati are dressed in yellow.
Another (secular) tradition is kite-flying, associated especially with the city of Lahore.
More Information:
About Hinduism – Saraswati Puja
About Hinduism – Saraswati Puja
Hinduism – Vasant Panchami
Mythic Maps – Vasant Panchami
Saraswati Puja in pictures
Huffington Post – Saraswati Puja
25th January

HONEN MEMORIAL DAY Buddhist
Honen (1133-1212 CE) is one of the outstanding figures in the history of Japanese Buddhism, and
was the founder of Jodo Shinshu, one of the schools of Pure Land Buddhism.
More Information:
Mythic Maps – Honen Memorial Day
What and Where is the Pure Land?
Kyoto National Museum: The Illustrated Biography of Priest Honen
Honen and the Chion-in
New World Encyclopedia entry for Honen
27th January

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY
This is a remembrance day for all the different categories of people who suffered at the hands of the
Nazis during the second World War (1939-45). It aims to keep fresh in the mind the memory of all
Those who suffered and died at that period, and to help ensure that no such atrocity happens again.
The date was chosen as the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, but for many it is
appropriate to remember others who have been victims of subsequent acts of genocide elsewhere in
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the world. The Holocaust began in 1933 when Adolf Hitler came to power in Germany. It ended 1945
when Allied powers defeated the Nazis. Jewish people were excluded from public life on September
15th, 1935 when the Nuremberg Laws were issued. These laws also stripped German Jews of their
citizenship and their right to marry Germans.
Once World War II began, the Nazis ordered all Jews to wear a yellow Star of David on their clothing
So they could be easily targeted. Jews were forced to live in specific areas of the city called ghettos
after the beginning of World War ll. In the larger ghettos, up to 1,000 people a day were picked up and
brought by train to concentration camps or death camps.
Kristallnacht occurred on November 9th and 10th, 1938. Nazis pillaged, burned synagogues, broke
windows of Jewish-owned businesses, and attacked Jewish people in Austria and Germany. 30,000
Jews were arrested and sent to concentration camps. In prison camps, prisoners were forced to do
Hard physical labour. Torture and death within concentration camps were common and frequent.
11 million people were killed during the Holocaust (1.1 million children). 6 million of those victims were
Jewish. Other groups targeted by the Nazis were Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexuals, disabled people,
and Roma. Two-thirds of Jewish people living in Europe at the time of World War II were killed by
Nazis.
More Information:
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust – Information and Resources
The Guardian: Holocaust Remembrance Day
11 Facts about the Holocaust
Holocaust Memorial Day – Remembering the Horror of Auschwitz
Holocaust Memorial Day – 10 reasons it’s essential we never forget this uniquely evil event
30th January

JASHN-E SADEH Zoroastrian – Iranian
Jashn-e Sadeh is a mid winter festival, celebrated 50 days and nights before the advent of the spring
NoRuz, and signifies that the days are getting longer. On this day it is customary to pay visits to the
Fire Temple to give thanks to the Creator God, to celebrate with a bonfire after sunset, to recite the
Atash Niyayeesh or litany to fire, listen to stories of the legendary Iranians during the reign of King
Hoshang, who discovered the art of making fire, share piping hot stew and bread, and enjoy the
dancing and merry making.
More Information:
Farsi: Jashn-e Sadeh – Festival of Fire
Farsinet: Jashn-e Sadeh
Discovery of Fire – and Jashn-e-Sadeh
Celebration of Jashn-e-Sadeh in Iran
An Introduction to Jashne-e Sadeh – Fire Festival
31st January

TU B ‘SHEVAT Jewish
A popular minor festival which celebrates the New Year for trees. Jewish tradition marks the 15th of
Shevat as the day when the sap in the trees begins to rise, heralding the beginning of spring. It is
customary for Jews all over the world to plant young trees at this time and to eat fruit produced in Israel.
For religious accounting purposes all trees have their anniversaries on this festival, regardless of when
they were planted.
More information at …
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Jewfaq – Holidays – Tu B’Shevat
Aish – Tu Bshvat – New Year for Trees
Tu B’Shevat for Tots
Images for Tu B’Shevat
My Jewish Learning -Tu B’ishvat
Interfaith Calendar adapted from the SHAP working group with thanks

• IFN - The National Body As members of the National Inter Faith Network (IFN) for the UK,
York Interfaith Group sets out to bring its aims to the local level. For more information please
see…. www.interfaith.org.uk Plus, readers may wish to remain abreast of events and
developments on the national level. To do so, please see:
http://www.interfaith.org.uk/publications/ifn-e-bulletin which links to the latest IfN e-bulletin.

• The Website A big thank you, to Jan Jauncey for looking after the York Interfaith Group
website. Please see the website for an introduction to the group’s activities and for ongoing
events and updates… www.yorkinterfaith.org

● Subscriptions The group welcomes new members and Anthony Glaister, York Interfaith
Group Treasurer, welcomes any subscriptions (£15 Standard Fee, Minimum £6 for
Concessions, Free for full time students)

“Be thankful for all the nice people and be nice to the grumpies!”
Joyce Pickard (from one of her bicycle placards)
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